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   LWVGL Voter  

 

Quarterly  Calendar  

April 2019   

Board Meeting  Tuesday, April 2, 6 p.m., West 

Lafayette Public Library, Elm 

Room 

League Lunch  Thursday, April 11, noon,  

Lafayette Brewing Co.  

Mix & Mingle  Wednesday, April 24, 5:30 -6:30 

p.m., Sgt. Prestonõs 

LWV of Indiana 

Biennial Conven-

tion 2019  

April 27 ñ28 

May   

Board Meeting  Tuesday, May 7, 6p.m., West 

Lafayette Public Library, Elm 

Room 

League Lunch  Thursday, May 9, noon,  

Lafayette Brewing Co.  

Mix & Mingle  Wednesday, May 22, 5:30 -6:30 

p.m., Sgt. Prestonõs 

June   

LWVGL Annual 

Meeting  

Tuesday, June 4, 5:30 YWCA  

League Lunch  Thursday, June 13, noon,  

Lafayette Brewing Co.  

Mix & Mingle  Wednesday, June 26, 5:30 -6:30 

p.m., Sgt. Prestonõs 
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List of 2019 Board Directors  
 

Margaret Hass     Executive -Advocacy 

Deanna McMillan    Executive -Events  

Barb Clark      Executive -Business 

Denise Ottinger    Treasurer  

Barbara Kerkhoff    Secretary  

Sallie Fahey     Environmental Sustainability  

Candace Walters    Membership  

Ken Jones     Voter Service  
 

Elected Nominating Committee  
 

Ginny Webb     Off Board  

Carolyn Percifield    Off Board  

Denise Ottinger    Board Selection  
 

Event Chairs  
 

Candace Walters    Annual Meeting  

Cathy Potter     League Link Lunch  

Deborah Silva     Mix and Mingle  

Candace Walters    Summer Pitch -in  
 

Project Managers and Other Leaders  
 

Donna Giroux     Database Manager  

Adelia Sorge     Diversity Manager  

Joanne Evers     HAPA Representative  

Peggie Hoover &    Officials Directory  

    Sallie Fahey  

Joyce Field      Redistricting Committee  

Debbie Schwarte    Voter Editor  

Marlee Posto     Voter Designer  

Alice Pawley     Webmaster  

 

Note:  There are leadership positions still availa-

ble for the 2019 League year (Communications 

Director, Fund Development Director, Observer 

Corps, Social Media Administrator, Twitter).  If 

you are currently serving in a position, please con-

firm with Tina Flook, Ginny Webb, or Denise Ot-

tinger that you wish to continue serving in your 

Continued on p.2...  
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current capacity.   If you would prefer to serve in an-

other role, please inform us of that decision, too.  Any-

one interested in filling one of the empty slots, 

should get in touch with Ginny Webb (765-463-

5300 or Ginny.webb@frontier.com ) or Denise Ot-

tinger (765-404-5052 or Denise-dan@mymetronet.net ).  

Understand that if we do not receive responses, then 

we shall have to call out to the members of the League 

to strongly encourage individuals to step up to the 

plate. We can only be as good as our membership al-

lows us to be.  
 

For the League Day at the Statehouse on January 16 th , 

the LWVGL contingent of eight had successful meetings 

with six of seven legislators who have most or parts of 

their districts in Tippecanoe County.  The only exception 

was Representative Tim Brown; however, a member of 

our group stopped at his office and left a note offering him 

our best wishes for a complete and rapid recovery, as he 

was ill.  Our League feels fortunate that all of these legis-

lators found time in their busy schedules to meet with us.   

The same group met with Representatives Sheila Klinker 

and Chris Campbell, as the following pictures illustrate.   

There were excellent meetings with Senator Brian Bu-

chanan, Rep. Sharon Negele, and Rep. Don Lehe, but not 

an opportunity for pictures.  The mission was to share 

with our legislators LWVIN priorities for the 2019 legisla-

tive session.  No surprise:  redistricting was at the top of 

the list, along with concerns about voting rights.  The 

LWVGL cohort also shared information about nine key 

environmental issues, as well as points about education 

and several other areas of concern.  It was an intense and 

very interesting day!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As these photos illustrate, our legislators were very will-

ing to communicate with us, and we feel we established a 

strong position regarding redistricting and the needs of 

the LWVGL.  

Welcome, continued from p.1...  
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Those standing with Senator Alting are Kay and Bill Miller, Liz 

Solberg, and Peppi Kaulo, a Finnish high school foreign ex-

change student sponsored by Rotary and attending Harrison 

H.S. this year.  She was Liz's guest for the day and was so excit-

ed to see Indiana state government in action.  

 

Seated in this picture with Senator Alting  are Margaret Hass, 

Ann Pellegrino, Joanne Evers, and Jennifer Teising.   

mailto:Ginny.webb@frontier.com
mailto:Denise-dan@mymetronet.net
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The Membership Committee took a holiday break but 

roared back with a January 23 rd Welcome of New Mem-

bers at the monthly Mix and Mingle.    

The League of Women Voter of Greater Lafayette 

(LWVGL) strives to promote discussion in a non -partisan 

manner.   One of the functions of the Membership Com-

mittee is to provide members with opportunities to gather 

socially.   

The League Link Lunch  is held on the 2 nd Thursday of 

the month at noon.  Cathy Potter, 50 year LWVGL Mem-

ber and past President, helped launch the League Link 

Lunch several years ago. Cathy explained recently that 

on average about 10 people attend.  The group is made up 

of established members as well as new members.  At-

tendees visit and often discuss topics of interest, usually 

current events.   The League Link Lunch is held at Lafa-

yette Brewing Company and is open to all who are inter-

ested in the LWVGL.  

The Mix & Mingle  event is held on the 4 th  Wednesday of 

the month at 5:30pm.   Deborah Silva, membership com-

mittee, hosts the Mix and Mingle social.   Deborah said, 

even with the bad weather on January 23 rd, there was a 

nice turnout.  She said that combining the New Member 

Welcome with the already established Mix & Mingle was 

very successful.  The Mix & Mingle event is held at Sgt 

Prestonõs of the North, close to local government.  Often 

government officials and candidates drop by, as it too is 

open to people interested in LWVGL.   The Membership 

Committee plans to do this again.  

More great news!  League of Women Voters of Greater 

Lafayette is growing!  The Membership Committee an-

nounced that LWVGL has 180 members, making us one 

of the largest Leagues in Indiana!   Since July 1, 2018 the 

LWVGL has welcomed 20 new members to our organiza-

tion.  

For more information on LWVGL events, please visit us 

on Facebook.  If members cannot connect with the local 

League through events such as the Mix & Mingle or 

League Link lunches, feel free to connect with us through 

the Facebook page for official communication and through 

our Twitter feed.  Individuals can also find out about var-

ied events and League needs through our local League 

Facebook group.  This is a private -discussion panel, 

where all individuals are requested to abide by the group 

rules by remaining non -partisan, offering input with re-

spect, and staying focused on League interests/activities 

before being added to the group.  Once a member, individ-

uals can share new items of interest with others and/or 

engage in discussions regarding League positions, ac-

tions, and activities.  Please feel free to join!!  

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/leaguelafayette  

Facebook discussion group: https://www.facebook.com/

groups/leaguelafatettediscussions/   

Twitter:  https://twitter.com/LWVGreaterLafIN  
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The Voter is dated April, May, June.   

We have an Urgent Update for March:  The Rescheduling of 

the Environmental & Sustainability Committee Event  
 

The League event which will address the urgent needs of Environmental and Sustainability Issues has been 

rescheduled for March 7 th .  The LWVGL Environmental & Sustainability Committee will present a timely up-

date by Amanda Shepherd of the Hoosier Environmental Council (HEC). This program, free and open to the 

public, will take place from 5:15 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the West Lafayette Public Library.  

The agenda for this program is:  

5:15 Refreshments  

 

5:30 Update from Amanda Shephard, of the Hoosier Environmental Council  

https://www.facebook.com/leaguelafayette
https://www.facebook.com/groups/leaguelafatettediscussions/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/leaguelafatettediscussions/
https://twitter.com/LWVGreaterLafIN
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The Leagueõs Finance Campaign occurs every year in February.  All members receive a letter, card, and envelope 

in the mail.  Please complete the card and return it with your donation.  Also, please note that this is NOT your 

annual membership renewal.  Membership renewal begins officially after the beginning of the new fiscal year in 

July, 2019.  

The Finance Campaign monies remain locally with the LWVGL to assist with our on -going projects for the remain-

der of this year and, similarly, to fund possible new projects during the following fiscal year.  Your financial sup-

port is essential to the health of our League!  

ςπρω ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ "ÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔ 
 

The 2019 Legislative breakfast and forum 

was held on Saturday, Feb 16 at Judiõs Ca-

tering in Lafayette.  As in past years, we 

partnered with Farm Bureau to host this 

important community event.  Representa-

tives Brown, Campbell, and Klinker and 

Senator Alting participated in the forum 

discussion. About 90 people attended this 

year.  

 

As special guests, we invited our high school 

partners in the First Time, Lifetime Voter 

program to participate.  Lafayette Rotary, 

ACLU and Purdue Federal Credit Union 

sponsored three tables to allow students 

from Lafayette Jeff, McCutcheon, and West 

Lafayette High Schools to attend the event 

without charge.  Teachers and students 

filled the tables in the front row.  The stu-

dents had the chance to develop questions 

and then meet with the legislators one on 

one both before and after the event.   

 

Sallie Fahey moderated the event, asking 

questions generated by the audience.  Topics 

included hate crimes legislation, erosion con-

trol, school funding and teacher pay, school 

safety and confined feeding operations.  

Each legislator was given the chance to dis-

cuss their priorities for the session and to 

respond with their thoughts and positions on 

the issues. 

 

For the first time, the forum discussion was 

streamed on Facebook live.  The full video of 

the event is available on the Leagueõs Face-

book page. Many thanks to Ken Jones and 

Denise Ottinger for organizing the event.  

 
 ñMerged reports from Ken Jones and  

Barb Clark  
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COMMON CAUSE of Indiana 
Presents: 

òCharlie vs. Goliathó 
March 17, 2019   3:00 ð 5:00 pm 
Unitarian Universalist Church 

333 Meridian Street, West Lafayette 

 
LWVIN STATE CONVENTION 

April 27 ð 28, 2019 
Holiday Inn Select, downtown  

Lafayette   
Hosted by the LWVGL 

 
LWV ANNUAL MEETING 

June 4, 2019      
Lafayette YWCA 5:30PM 

No Board meeting this night.      

The February 8 meeting of the Tippecanoe County 

Board of Elections and Registration was announced 

in advance and schedule for a room that would ac-

commodate an audience.  Your League spread the 

word and at least twenty local League members were 

in the audience.  Issues the county faces include long 

lines at polling places, aging and faulty equipment, 

and public distrust of the process.  Some o f the prob-

lems locally were due to state election laws dealing 

with when ballots could be loaded onto the equip-

ment.  

The board discussed its preparedness for the 2019 

municipal elections and the 2020 presidential elec-

tion.  The general consensus was there is not cur-

rently enough working equipment to handle the 2020 

election. The equipment will be satisfactory for this 

year's municipal election as new replacement e -poll 

books will be provided.  The Election Board will de-

cide at a later date how to replace the countyõs voting 

machines, which are also more than a decade old and 

do not employ a paper ballot backup.  

Ken Jones, LWVGL Voter Service Chairman, spoke 

for the League during the public comment time.  Ken 

and others questioned the board for not fixing a prob-

lem they were aware of prior to the election.  The 

county needs to invest in more  technical staff to keep 

all the machines up and running and be able to check 

each poll book individually.  

If you are interested in attending future meetings, 

information about date, time, place, and agenda can 

be found at the following address: https://

www.tippecanoe.in.gov .  Choose Elections and Voter 

Registration, then Public Notice, then Notice and 

Agenda. 

! Ȱ-ÅÄÉÃÁÒÅ &ÏÒ !ÌÌȱ 'ÒÏÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ,ÅÁÇÕÅȭÓ 0ÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ 

A òMedicare For Alló group is forming in Greater 

Lafayette with expectations it will become part of a 

regional and statewide network of advocates for 

single payer health care.  It will serve as an um-

brella organization for the many organizations 

working to increase health care access and afforda-

bility, particularly of medicines.  Paperwork has 

been submitted for 501c4 status since lobbying will 

be done.  A similar group is already organized in 

northwest Indiana.  This provides an opportunity 

for individual League members to be involved in 

this important issue.  Although our local League 

program for 2018 -19 includes working for improved 

mental health services in our community, the 

Continued on p.6...  

https://www.tippecanoe.in.gov
https://www.tippecanoe.in.gov
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Medicare, continued from p.5...  

League will not be able to join since the new group 

plans to endorse candidates and political parties.  

We do see opportunities to partner on citizen educa-

tion programs.  

You can find and follow them on Facebook at 

òTippecanoe Medicare for Alló for notification of 

events and future meetings.  

Excerpts from the Leagueõs Position: 

The League of Women Voters believes that a basic 

level of quality health care at an affordable cost 

should be available to all U.S. residents. Other U.S. 

health care policy goals should include the equitable 

distribution of services, efficient and economical de-

livery of care, advancement of medical research and 

technology, and a reasonable total national expendi-

ture level for health care.  

BASIC LEVEL OF QUALITY CARE ð  Every U.S. 

resident should have access to a basic level of care 

which includes:  

¶  The prevention of disease  

¶  Health promotion and education  

¶  Primary care (including prenatal and reproduc-

tive health)  

¶  Acute care  

¶  Long-term care  

¶  Mental health care  

Every U.S. resident should have access to afforda-

ble, quality in - and out -patient behavioral health 

care, including needed medications and supportive 

service that is integrated with, and achieves parity 

with, physical health care. The League believes that 

under any system of health care reform, consumers/

patients should be permitted to purchase services or 

insurance coverage beyond the basic level.  

 

FINANCING AND ADMINISTRATION ð The 

League favors a national health insurance plan fi-

nanced through general taxes in place of individual 

insurance premiums. The League supports admin-

istration of the U.S. health care system either by a 

combination of the private and public sectors or by a 

combination of federal, state, and/or regional gov-

ernment agencies. The League is opposed to a strict-

ly private market -based model of financing the 

health care system. The League also is opposed to 

the administration of the health care system solely 

by the private sector or the states.  

ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES TO INDIVIDALS 

ð The League believes that the ability of a patient to 

pay for services should not be a consideration in the 

allocation of health care resources.  
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LWVGL is member of the Alliance which follows Indiana legislation throughout the General Assembly session.  

Many bills were filed to impose upon or limit care for women in need of medical care related to problem pregnancies. 

One such bill (HB1211) bans a method of a second trimester abortion which is the safest possible in this time period.  

Such second trimester abortions are few and only sought if there is fetal abnormality or the life of the women is 

threatened. A second bill (SB201) allows health care providers to refuse to participate in abortion care. Both bills 

were passed out of committee and are headed to the Senate floor for a vote.  

HAPA wrote letters to the committees hearing these two bills to rationally explain the harm they will cause women 

in need of reproductive care prior, during or after an abortion.   HB1211 is similar to other state bills that are cur-

rently in litigation since they are clearly unconstitutional under Roe v Wade.  

Thanks to all HAPA members and the individuals who wrote to legislators opposing these bills thus far.  There is 

still much to be done before the end of the session.  If you want to know more, go to www.iga.in.gov   and follow the 

actions of the committees and chambers.  Contact your senators and ask them to vote no.  

 

Memorial for a Long -time 

League Member, Chris Brewster  

A former president of the LWV Greater Lafayette, 

Chris Brewster died Oct 4, 2018 at the age of 93.  

She was longtime league member, belonging for 

over 50 years.  Chris graduated with a Bachelorõs 

degree in Chemistry in 1947 from New Jersey Col-

lege for Women (now Rutgers University).  In 1953, 

she earned a PhD in Chemistry from the University 

of Connecticut and found her way to Purdue for a 

postdoctoral fellowship in the Chemistry depart-

ment. There she met and married James Brewster 

in 1954. Chris and Jim had 3 daughters.  

Her lifetime interest in geology led her to be an avid 

rock collector, and earn a Masterõs Degree in Geolo-

gy from Purdue in 1980.  She taught classes in the 

department until retiring in 1991.  She was also 

active in the community, serving on the West Lafa-

yette School Board for 16 years and working with 

local legislators to create laws to bring special edu-

cation into the public schools.  

She became a òMaster Gardeneró in 1994 and was 

the first chairman of the local chapter of INPAWS 

(Indiana Native Plant and Wildflower Society).  In 

her seventies, she became dedicated to the estab-

lishment of a prairie at Prophetstown State Park, 

and raised seedlings under grow lights in her base-

ment for transplanting to the prairie. The local area 

parks benefited from her many years of pulling out 

invasive species, especially garlic mustard and hon-

eysuckle. 

Chris loved the outdoors. She led youth hostel sum-

mer bicycle tours in Europe and Canada while a 

graduate student.  Her family went on many sum-

mer camping trips throughout the US and Canada 

including a raft trip through the Grand Canyon.  

Chrisõs 93 years were packed with pleasures of the 

great outdoors and service to our local community.  

http://www.iga.in.gov

